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prevails at present. What is the name of
the comedy wherein Euripides is dressed
as a woman ? Do you understand the part
of the Scythe policeman ? The lack of
reserve with which Aristophanes talks of
the gods on the clay of their festival is
more extraordinary than all the rest. The
same thing happened in the first days of
Christianity. Comedy was played in the
churches. There was the mass of the fools
and the mass of the ass, the text of which is
extant in a very curious manuscript. The
wicked have spoiled everything by doubting.
When everybody had faith all was permis-
sible. Besides the silly things which Aris-
tophanes throws into his plays, like salt,
there are choruses of most beautiful poetry.
I recommend "The Clouds " to you, if you
have not read it. It is, in my opinion, the
best play which has been retained of his.
There is in it a dialogue of the just and the
unjust, which is in the most elevated style.
I think that there is some truth in his re-
proaches to Socrates. The man who proves
to everybody, as Socrates did, that he is an
ass, is a plague. Good-by, dear friend.lt be miserable later.you   are worth as much as
